
CHSS Major and Minor Behaviours by Behaviour Category 

When entering any Behaviour Incident into One School or completing a SiMs only select ONE category. Select the category for the FIRST Behaviour. 

Behaviour 
Category 

Definition of 
Behaviour 

Trivial 
Behaviour 

Minor  Major Delayed Major Immediate 

Abusive 
language 

Student delivers verbal 
messages that include 
swearing, name calling, or use 
of words in an inappropriate 
way. 

 
  
Isolated use of 
 swear/ 
inappropriate  
words.  
 

 

 
  
Repeated use of swear/ 
inappropriate words  
 

 

 
  
Directed use of swear/inappropriate words and/or 
name calling  

 
 

 
Call 320 for assistance for the 
following: 
 

• Student leaves class and 
you do not have sight of 
them. 
 

• Behaviour that stops 
learning for all students 
(cannot continue the 
teaching / learning) 
 
 

• Trashing the room 
 
 

• Throwing chairs or 
furniture 
 
 

• Non-stop (full throated) 
screaming / verbal abuse 
 

• Direct physical behaviour 
directed to the teacher 
 
 

• Physical behaviour directed 
to another student that is 
unable to be defused or 
where either student is 
heightened as a result and 
needs time to coregulate. 

 

• If you are evacuating your 
class or require a lockdown 
to be enacted. 

Academic 
misconduct 

Student inappropriately and 
falsely demonstrates their 
learning. It includes cheating, 
collusion, contract cheating, 
copying work, 
disclosing/receiving 
assessment information, 
fabricating, impersonation, 
examination misconduct, 
plagiarism. 

 
Copying of other 
students’ work 
in class  
 

  
Cheating, collusion, contract cheating, 
copying assessment, 
disclosing/receiving assessment 
information, fabricating, 
impersonation, examination 
misconduct, plagiarism  
 

Bomb 
Threat/False 
Alarm 

Student delivers a message of 
possible explosive materials 
being on campus, near campus, 
and/or pending explosion. 

Major immediate and evacuation plan. 

Bullying  Student engages in a pattern of 
deliberate verbal, physical 
and/or social behaviour 
intended to cause ongoing 
physical social and/or 
psychological harm. Bullying 
can occur in person, or online 
(cyberbullying). Bullying may 
be obvious or hidden. 

‘He keeps 
looking at me 
funny’ 

Major only Ongoing pattern of major disrespect 

via deliberate verbal, physical and/or 
social behaviour intended to cause 
ongoing physical social and/or 

psychological harm. This can be 
shown to others by way of verbal, 
gestural, written or digital messages 
which include threats, intimidation 
or social exclusion. This disrespect 
can include negative messages 
relating to race, religion, gender, 
age, origin, appearance or disability 
which cause harm or 
embarrassment, Deliberately and 
knowingly spreading rumours/lies 
about others that are hurtful or 
harmful. 

Defiance Student refuses to follow 
directions given by school staff. 

Playing in the 
wrong areas; ‘do 
I have to?’ 

One off using defiant language 
directed at adults. 

Repeatedly using defiant language 
directed at adults, refusal comments 
e.g. ‘you can’t make me’ 

Disrespect Student intentionally delivers 
socially rude or dismissive 
messages to adults or students. 

 Student intentionally delivers 
socially rude or dismissive 
messages (non-verbal) to adults 
or students (one-off) 

Student intentionally delivers socially 
rude or dismissive messages (non-
verbal) to adults or students (repeated) 

Disruption Student engages in behaviour 
causing an interruption in a 
class or school activity or 
event. Disruption includes 
sustained loud talk, yelling, or 
screaming; noise with 
materials; and/or sustained 
out-of-seat behaviour. 

Petty 
interruptions; 
joke telling, 
noises 

Occasional calling out or 
interfering with neighbour, one 
off leaving seat without 
permission 

Sustained yelling, consistently out of 
seat behaviour to interrupt activities 
with intent to impact on the learning of 
others. Repeated pattern of late to 
class. 

 
 

Dress code Student wears clothing that is 
not within the dress code 
guidelines defined by the 
school. 

 Dress code infringement 
compromises safety- 
communication home. 
Wearing clothes or accessories 
that are offensive and unsafe. 
E.g. sun safe clothing and hat, 
footwear. 

Repeatedly wearing clothes or 
accessories that are offensive and 
unsafe. E.g. sun safe clothing and hat, 
footwear 

Falsifying 
documents 

Student intentionally creates, 
changes or modifies a 
document with the intention of 
misleading. It includes signing a 
person's name without that 
person's permission. 

Major behaviour only  
Submitting others work as your own. 
E.g., changing name on work and 
submitting under new name.  
 
Forging parents' names on notes for 
school  
 
 

Fighting Student is involved in mutual 
participation in an incident 
involving physical violence. 

Petty or non-
consensual 
contact, tripping 
into others, play 
fighting 

 
Any low-level mutual physical 
contact between at least two 
students that does not result in 
injury (pushing each other).  
 

 
Physical contact between at least two 
students, including punching, slapping, 
kicking, biting, spitting, tackling, 
wrestling, hair pulling or jumping on, 
that results in injury. 

 
 
 



 

Harassment Student engages in the delivery 
of harmful messages in any 
format related to gender 
identity; ethnicity; sex; race; 
religion; disability; physical 
features or other identity 
characteristics. 

  
Makes a generalised statement 
based on ignorance (lack of 
understanding due to social/ 
emotional age-related 
development).  
 

 
Use of slurs (written, verbal, non-
verbal, cyber) related to gender 
identity, ethnicity, sex, race, religion, 
disability, physical features or other 
identity characteristics.  
Aggressive gestures with the intent to 
intimidate.  

 
Other - 
charge-related 
suspension 

Principal is reasonably satisfied 
that the student has been 
charged with a serious offence 
or charged with an offence 
other than a serious offence, 
and that the nature of the 
offence precludes the student's 
attendance on the basis that 
they pose an unacceptable risk 
to other students or staff. 

Admin specific. 
Major behaviour only. 

Physical 
aggression 

Student intentionally engages 
in actions involving physical 
contact with others where 
injury may occur (e.g., hitting, 
slapping, punching, hitting with 
an object, kicking, hair pulling, 
scratching, etc.). This includes 
premeditated acts or 
incitement of others to 
undertake physical aggression. 
Physical aggression may be 
directed towards peers, adults, 
visitors or animals; or flora or 
fauna. 

 
Push in line/ 
pushing at port 
racks  
 

 
Low-level physical contact 
including a scratching, hair 
pulling, slapping, head butting, 
kicking, biting, spitting, tackling, 
wrestling or jumping on that is 
one sided and that is dependent 
on the social/emotional age-
related development.  
A threat of physical aggression 
without an act of physical 
aggression occurring (e.g. I’m 
going to punch you).  
 

 
Any intentional physical contact 
including scratching, hair pulling, 
slapping, head butting, kicking, biting, 
spitting, tackling, wrestling or jumping 
on that is one sided.  
Premeditated acts or incitement of 
others to undertake physical aggression  

 

Property 
damage 

Student participates in an 
activity that results in 
destruction, damage or 
disfigurement of property. 

Accidently 
breaking 
property 

Unintentional one-off throwing, 
kicking or breaking belongings or 
school property 
 
 
Careless use of property 
belonging to the school, staff or 
students (not following rules 
around use of classroom items 
that causes damage e.g. Painting 
at desks however student walks 
around the room with paint, 
spills paint.) 
 

Deliberately impairs the usefulness of 
property; kicking a hole in wall, 
throwing / breaking furniture, graffiti  
Repeatedly and intentionally breaking 
someone else’s belongings or school 
property 

Property 
misuse 
causing risk to 
others 

Student engages in misuse of 
property which may cause a 
risk of injury or ill-health to 
others. Behaviour involving 
throwing objects or using 
objects in an unsafe manner 
causing injury. 

Throwing a stick 
at a tree to get a 
ball down or 
handball in class 

 
Misuse of object, school 
property, including sports 
equipment and furniture that 
does not intend to or cause 
damage or harm to others 
(chasing someone with stick, 
pushing over a chair). 
 
Using equipment as it’s 
intended, but at inappropriate 
times / places, e.g. playing 
soccer before school in an area 
that is restricted to small ball 
play. 
 

Using an object to deliberately cause 
injury and destruction of property. 
 
Using object or equipment in a way that 
is unsafe, e.g. throwing scissors  
 
Throwing furniture in the direction of 
others  
 

Refusal to 
participate in 
the 
educational 
program of 
the school 

Student refuses to take part in 
activities or learning that are 
requested or expected as part 
of the educational program at 
the school. 

 
Slow to start/ 
finish a task  
 

 
Refusing to follow class or 
teacher expectations for learning  
 

Continued refusal to participate in 
learning despite previous interventions 
and support  
 

Substance 
misconduct 
involving 
illegal 
substances 

Student is in possession of, has 
supplied or is using illegal 
drugs/substances/imitations or 
implements. 

Admin specific-  
Major immediate  

Substance 
misconduct 
involving 
tobacco and 
other legal 
substances 

Student is in possession of, has 
supplied or is using tobacco, 
alcohol, other prohibited 
substances or implements. 

Admin specific-  
Major immediate 

Technology 
violation 

Student engages in 
inappropriate (as defined by 
school) use of mobile phone, 
drone, smartwatch, camera, 
computer or other 
communication device. This 
includes fraudulent or illegal 
activity such as attempting to 

Placing clip art 
pictures into a 
word document 
instead of typing 
up work 

  

 
Using others’ passwords  
 
Filming/ taking photos of others 
without permission or relevance 
to the learning.  

 

Serious, inappropriate use of a digital 
device/s as detailed in the school’s 
Responsible Behaviour Plan including 
illegal use of devices, use of a digital 
device to cheat during an examination, 
using someone else’s log on details, 
inappropriate use of social media, 
accessing non-authorised websites etc. 



 

hack, implementing DoS 
attacks, use of key loggers, 
impersonating staff or other 
students. 

  
Repeatedly accessing programs or sites 
other than those specified by the 
teacher. 
 
 
Engaging in fraudulent or illegal activity 
such as attempting to hack, 
implementing DoS attacks, use of key 
loggers, impersonating staff or other 
students, accessing VPNs.  
 

Theft Student is involved by being in 
possession of, having passed 
on, or being responsible for 
removing school or someone 
else's property. 

Taking without 
asking. 

 
Taking classroom or school 
equipment  
 

 
Passes on a stolen item to another 
person  
 
Proven to have stolen another 
student’s or school property  
 
Coerced others to steal property  
 

Truancy (out 
of class) 

Student is present at school, 
but is absent for one or more 
scheduled classes without 
permission or appropriate 
reason (i.e. an unauthorised 
absence). 

The bus being 
late, sick or 
upset 

Admin specific-  
Major immediate 

Truancy (out 
of school) 

Student is absent from school 
(morning, afternoon or entire 
school day) without permission 
or appropriate reason (i.e. an 
unauthorised absence). 

 Admin specific-  
Major immediate 

Use/possessio
n of 
combustibles 

Student is/was in possession of 
substances/objects readily 
capable of causing bodily harm 
and/or property damage (e.g. 
matches, lighters, firecrackers, 
petrol, lighter fluid, aerosols). 

 
Possession/ use 
of aerosols  
 

Admin specific- 
Major immediate 

Use/possessio
n of weapons 

Student is in possession of 
knives and guns (real or look 
alike), or other objects readily 
capable of causing bodily harm. 

 Admin specific- 
Major immediate 

Third minor 
referral 

Teachers are responsible for the accountability of 
minor infringement occurrences for each student 

3 minors of the SAME behaviour (not in the same lesson) – Teacher refers 
to Line Manager in One School. 


